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be; located. , It is true ‘tb;z,t t_lxe'b.eggﬁt _a,x‘isi.ug ‘fr'é:xq'th_g;zéf‘te:x_g:cé'r{(iig
(ures is c'bi;;’_ﬂy'¢pnﬁ'gl‘_e(}"to the ity of Baltimore, and is very iiftle
participated in by the State at large, upon wwhom the tax of suppor-
ting the Pénitentiary- must fall, in the event of the ‘labors, of the
risoners becon’min’g’_'1l}§Qﬁ3C,lellt_-.,_ . S FT :

We.think then it miist appear, that the labor of the Penitentiary
does ol in the smallgst-degree, operate to the disadvantage of the
mechanics ard artizaps-of this city; but on the contrary, that all
classes of our c'it'i;zénsfa_'rbf more or less, direetly or indircetly, bene-
ﬁugd};y’i;;-{-_'bp_‘_t were it otherwise, does that atford an adequate
reason for abolishing it? Should not the great consideration be,
i this case, as in all others, the. public good? Does.it. afford an
adequate rezson for stopping the labor of the Penitentiary, or di-
recting it into unprofitable employment, if if were true, that a
small portion of the eity of Baltimore is injured by its operations,
when the rest of the city and the state is benefitted, and the whole
saved from tazxation? Should, on that account, the burden of sup-
porting four hundred criminals be thrown upon the state, by the
levy of a tax of forty thousand dollars annually, to be attended
with the further miserable effect of keeping such a number of hu-
man beings in idleness, ‘to the exclusion of all hope of reformation,
and victims to disease and death, as the necessary consequence of
confinement without labor?

It is not necessary to enter into the general principles of hu-
manity, morality, and political economy, in which the Penitentia-
ry system had its origin in another state, and came to be introduc-
ed into this. These are, however, after all, by far the most legiti-
mate and:important considerations of the subject, and the only
true grounds upon which the system is to be condemned or justi-
fied. It isnot to be judged by the mere comparative good or evil
which the labor of the conviet may eflfect, in a pecuniary point of
view. No enlightened citizen can be indifferent to the attainment
of the most effectual mode of punishing, and reclaiming those of
our fellow-creatures who offend afainst the laws, an object whiceh
has so long cccupied the heads and hearts of the wisest and best of
men, as well in other countries, as in cur own.

The Penitentiary system has been adopted as the settied policy
of the state, and sustained through all the fluctuations of political
party, since the year 1807. It has undergone various modifica-
tions and improvements from time to time, and a large sum has
lately been expended in the erection of extensive workshops, for
the purpose of introducing a new discipline, which has been atfen-
ded with admirable effects, both as a means of punishment and of
reformation, 1n another state, and promises to be equally efficacious
here. We should consider it adverse to a wise cconomy, and a
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ration of the new diseipline, or should be wanting to carry it into
complete effect. The Directors confidently trust in the wisdom of
4

tate, if any legal enactment were made to interfere with the ope-



